
 

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 
Business Renewables Centre – Australia, Technical Advisory Panel  
 
1. Background 
________________________________________________________ 
 
1.1  Climate-KIC Australia, WWF-Australia and the Institute for Sustainable 

Futures (ISF) are the Project Founders of the Business Renewables Centre-
Australia (BRC-A), under licence from the Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI) as 
the founder of the Business Renewables Center (BRC) in the United States.   
 

1.2  The BRC-A will adapt and implement for the Australian market the tools, 
guides, online platforms events and approach of the BRC, utilising their 
knowledge and experience. 

 
1.3 The objective of the BRC-A is to support the growth of corporate renewable 

energy purchase agreements (‘PPAs’) in Australia with short-term and long-
term targets as follows:  

 

• 1 gigawatt of installed capacity by 2022; 

• 5 gigawatt of installed capacity by 2030. 
 
1.4  The role of the BRC is to reduce the barriers faced by organisations seeking 

to execute RE PPA’s. Barriers include organisational awareness and 
understanding of the energy market, search and transaction costs and 
increasing organisational and market capacity through information, 
education and training, advice and facilitation. 

 
1.5  The BRC-A has received funding from the following organisations (the 

‘Funding Partners’) over three years: 
 

• Australian Renewable Energy Agency; 

• NSW Government; 

• Victorian Government. 
 
1.6  A Steering Committee will oversee the development of the BRC-A. It will be 

comprised of representatives from the Project Founders, together with the 
Funding Partners. 
 



 

 

1.7 A BRC-A Project Team comprising staff from Climate-KIC Australia, WWF-
Australia and the Institute for Sustainable Futures will deliver the project 
outcomes and milestones and report on progress to the Steering 
Committee. The BRC-A Project Team will develop, approve and issue 
educational resources and tools, training and industry events, and will be 
aided by inputs from the Members Advisory Board and Technical Advisory 
Panel. 

 
1.8 A Members Advisory Board will be established to Provide broader industry 

review & input into educational and training materials. 
 

1.9  The objective of the founders of the BRC-A is that it will become a 
financially self-sustaining organisation based on revenues from membership 
fees, events and other sources.  
 
 

2. Purpose 
________________________________________________________ 
 
2.1  The BRC-A Technical Advisory Panel (‘the Panel’) has been established to 

provide the BRC-A with high level independent and expert advice. 
 

2.2  The key functions of the BRC-A Technical Advisory Panel (‘the Panel’) are: 
 

• To review and provide input into the development of tools, guides, 
primers and templates adapted from the BRC and produced by the BRC-
A; 

• To provide advice on any relevant trends that might impact on the 
function of the BRC-A; 

• To provide advice on any matter brought to the Panel for consideration 
and input into the deliberations of the Steering Committee on the 
strategic direction of the BRC-A. 

 
2.2 The BRC-A Technical Advisory Panel is not a decision-making body.  The 
role of the Panel is to provide expert advice and there will no votes taken or 
required for finalisation of BRC-A products. 

 

3. Membership 
________________________________________________________ 
 



 

 

3.1  The panel shall comprise up to twelve (12) members with a range of 
experts across areas relating to renewable energy power purchase 
agreements including but not limited to: 

 

• finance;  

• law; 

• technology;  

• markets;  

• development processes;  

• communications; 

• policy and governance. 
 

3.2  Each member of the Panel will be appointed for a 12-month period, and 
may be reappointed for a further 12-month term upon review.  At least two 
new members of the panel will be appointed each year. 

 
3.3 The members of the panel will be approved by the Steering Committee of 

the BRC-A, following consideration of recommendations from Climate-KIC, 
WWF and ISF.  

 
3.4  Panel members will not be paid sitting fees. 

 

4. Meetings 
________________________________________________________ 
 
4.1 The Panel will usually meet on a quarterly basis.  The meeting dates will be 

set out in advance.  On occasions, the panel may be reconvened if 
circumstances require with at least a fortnight notice to the Panel 
members. 
 

4.2  At least a fortnight prior to each meeting, the Panel will be provided with 
drafts of BRC-A products that will be considered.   
  

4.3  If a panel member has a significant pecuniary interest in a matter under 
consideration or discussion, they should declare that interest and withdraw 
if it represents a conflict of interest that affects their ability to provide 
impartial advice. 

 
4.4  Meetings will only be convened where at least three members of the panel 

are present either in person or by tele-conference. 



 

 

 
4.5  Climate-KIC, WWF and ISF will nominate a chairperson for meetings on a 

12-month term.   
 

4.6 A draft agenda will be circulated beforehand by the chairperson for input 
from the Panel members. 

 
4.7  Minutes will be taken of the meetings and circulated to all members of the 

Panel for verification. 
 

5. BRC-A Publications 
________________________________________________________ 
 
5.1  In general, the expectation is that the BRC-A publications will be released 

with a note that they have been reviewed by the Panel and a list of 
members. 

5.2  A panel member may advice the BRC-A not to include their name on the 
list of panel members in the note. 

 
 

6. Review 
________________________________________________________ 
 
6.1 The terms of reference and the operation of the Panel will be reviewed 

before the end of the third year of the BRC-A. 
 


